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and already insinuations of poisoning were directed
against the Duke of Orleans.

Often the door of the room where Louise-
Adelaide lay dying was opened to let the king
through. He went in without hope; already he had
seen so many graves dug; once more he accepted
this sacrifice with resignation.

After making confession to Father Noel, the sick
woman was given extreme unction and the commu-
nion, and repeated the prayer of the dying. Her
household forced themselves to reassure her and
to hide from her the imminence of the danger; she
was composed and drowsy. The day of nth Fe-
bruary seemed interminable, heavy with gloom and
anxiety; the Court was in a state of suspense; con-
certs and balls were cancelled, people spoke in
hushed voices. About seven o'clock, a bleeding
having produced no result, the doctors prescribed
a strong emetic the next day. Their poor remedies,
their learned academic discussions were powerless
against Death already seated at the foot of her bed.
At eight the next morning the Duchess passed away
at the age of twenty-seven, taking with her the
affection of all those who had come into contact
with her.

The following days saw the performance of the
funeral ceremonies: the body was laid out and
placed on a bier; on the i4th at six in the morning
masses were begun at the two altars set up in the
chamber of death. The bishops officiating had
asked for chairs with backs; Dangeau wrote that
they could have only folding ones. In the midst